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call its justice or its wisdom in 


| composing it, or in their princi- 


| pies or their manner of proceed- 


: either of these has, for many 
}years past, been regarded, by 


the far greater part of you, as 


to Mr. Webb Hall, for layin g | meriting hatred, reproach, and 


fairly before the Farmers, as” 
being the most likely means of 
i enabling them to come to a 


save themselves from utter and 
inevitable ruin. ’ 





Cease to hear the instruction that 


causeth to err. 
Proverbs, Ch. 19. V. 27. 


; Bergh Apton, Norfolk, 12 Dec. 182). 
: GENTLEMEN, 
To express any opinion hostile 
to the acts of the parliament; to 


sound conclusion, and thereby | 


the vther side of the question punishment the most severe. 


Now, however, the time is come, 
when you can, not only listen 
with patience to opinions hostile 
to the acts of this same parlia- 


ment; when you can, not only 


hear its wisdom and justice called 


in question; but, when you can 


even call both in question yours 


selves, and that, too, in language 
full as strong as that of those 


Radicals whom you have armed 
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yourselves to keep down and to 
reduce to silence. 

i scorn to play the hypocrite: 
{ scorn to disguise from you, that 
[ have seen your sufferings with 
satisfaction. We cannot but be 
pleased to see those who have 
had no feeling for us; who have 
encouraged and aided our perse- 
cutors ; who have applauded every 
act of cruelty committed against 
us; who have made a sport and 
mockery of our ruin and anguish : 
we cannot, or, at least, I cannot, 
but be pleased to see these men 
suffer in their turn, and especially 
when the pains are inflicted by 
the very same hands that have 
inflicted the pains on us. 

But, in your class are many 
persons whom I love and respect, 
and for whose particular welfare 


Then. 


there are others amongst you, 


f am extremely anxious. 


who have been misled, wholly 
deceived; and, perhaps, the num- 
her is very small of those, who, 
out of pure selfishness, or malig- 
nity, were ready to pursue, even 


unto death, the suffering creatures 
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that were pressed by nakedness 
and hunger to utter their well- 
Could I. 


separate these hard-hearted, these 


grounded complaints. 


diabolical wretches, from the main 
body, I would say, “ an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:” 
a slash for a slash: starvation 
for starvation.. This is beyond 
my power. I must, in the present 
instance, take the whole class 
together; and, if, in assisting to 
preserve the innocent, I do good 
to the guilty, I trust that justice 
will forgive me in the latter case 
on account of the homage I pay 
her in the former. 

By reflections of this sort, and 
from having observed the general 
upright and manly conduct of the 
Farmers in the cause of our late 
cruelly-treated, virtuous and gal- 
lant Queen, I have been induced 
to make this effort to remove from 
your minds the errors inculeated 
by Mr. Wess Ha xt, which er- 
rors, if still cherished for any 
length of time, must, in my Opi- 
nion, cause the ruin of thousands 


upon thousands of Farmers, who 
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have, as yet, something that they 
might, by wise precautions, save 
from the all-devouring gulf. I 
know very well, that, at last, the 
weight will fall where it ought to 
fall, namely, on the landlords and 
the parsons; but, in the mean- 
while, tens of thousands of farmers 
must be totally ruined, unless the 
errors, so indystriously taught by 
Mr. Hall, be speedily removed 
from their minds. 

Uniting the Attorney with the 
large Farmer, and joining to those 
capacities that of Secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture, it was very 
natural, that Mr. Hatt should 
acquire great weight amongst you, 
and that his opinions, as to the 
cause of your distress, should be 
by your whole class listened to 
with great attention. This was, 
too, the more natural, as his doc- 
We 


always like those physicians and 


trine was a comforting one. 


surgeons best who tell us that our 
amaladies have nothing dangerous 
in them ; that they can easily cure 


them, and without giving us pain. 


Mr. Hall was a professional gen- 
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tleman of this sort: he saw you in 
great anguish and in greater an- 
xiety ; he saw neither danger nor 
difficulty in your case ; his remedy 
was at hand; it was simple; a 
mere act of parliament, which 
was to give instant relief and last- 
ing health, and you associated, 
subscribed and petitioned accord- 
ingly. 

There was another circumstance 
greatly in favour of Mr, Hall’s 
influence over you. The chain 
of connexion and correspondence, 
which, as Secretary of the Board 
of Agriculture, he was enabled to 
form amongst you, gaye rise to 
county Associations, all in cor- 
respondence with him; all look- 
ing up to him as a head; or leader; 
and, of course, all adopting hjs 
opinions, which opinions natu- 
rally spread throughout the whole 
class of farmers in every part of 
the kingdom. On the other hand, 
you could hear nothing in opposi- 
tion to those opinions ; nothing on 
the other side; nothing to enable 
you to judge whether he were 


right or wrong; for, as is noto- 
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rious, there has not been a pen in 
the kingdom moved on the other 
side of the qnestion except mine, 
which could, from the very nature 
of things, have scarcely any in- 
fluence with you, because its la- 
bours could not reach your eves. 
Those few newspapers which op- 
posed Mr. Hall, did it upon the 
ground of his project being hostile 
to commerce and manufactures ; 
and not upon the ground of its 
being useless to you. They op- 
posed him ou the ground of his 
aiming at that which would do in- 
jury to others ; and not upon the 
ground that he was aiming at that 
which would do you no good. 
They opposed him on the ground 
that he was seeking benefit to you 
through means that would rain 
others ; not upon the ground, that 
he was seeking to injure others, to 
irritate and inflame them against 
you, and, at the same time, do you 
no possible good. 

Therefore, even the sort of 
opposition that has been made to 
him, except by myself, whom the 


far greater part of you have been 


To tHe Faarsers. 


make you. cling to his errors 
additional pertinacity ; and, though 
you have failed, in all your at- 
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mtc’) too “ loyal,” too “ religious” 
and too.‘ enlightened’ to read, 


has tended to strenghen and con- 


firm his influence over you; to 


y lla 


tempts, though his errors have 


been. refuted by events as well 


as by. argument, to make you 


still push on in,the course pointed 


out, by him, who has thus, and 


with sensible and reflecting mei: 


too, gained a more complete yic- 


tory ever common. sense, than is, 


perhaps, to be boastedof by apy 


man of any age or any country... 


Thus far as to the cause of 


your adopting the opinions! 


Mr...Haue : 


now, as. to te 


opinions themselyes, ,These are 
as follows: L., Thatythe low price 
of your produce, proceeds. fiom 
importation ..of . foreign coi; 
2. That a Corn Bill is the ony 
remedy: 3. That the.return i 


Cash payments has nothing to deo 
with the matter, 
Now, then, if you be not ‘* Zé 


loyal” and too violently oppeséi 
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if 


«Ou be not so much opposed: to 


to “sedition and blasphemy ;” 


these as to deem it“ sedition and 
blasphemy” to differ ‘in opinion 
from the “ Chairman’ of 
**-General Committee of Manage- 
** ment for the Petitioners,” who, 
He it remembered, petitioned ix 
sain; if your horror of “ sedition 
und blasphemy” be not such as 
fo make you shudder at the very 
thought of an opposition even to 
a Secretary of the Board of Agri- 
culturc, being, as he undoubtedly 
is, a part of that famous thing, 
which he himself calls, in the true 
official style, “ His Majesty’s Go- 


” 


vernment;” if your “ loyalty” 
and ‘ piety” do not push you on to 
these lengths, pray accompany 
me in a fair examination of these 
opinions of Mr. Wess Haru. 
First ; That the low price of 
your produce proceeds from im- 
portation of forergn corn. There 
is no doubt, that; if foreign corn 
be brotight into’ our market, it 
will, for the moment, lower the 


price of our corn then in market ; 


and, if the ports had always re- 
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mained open for such importation, 
there might have been, some show 
of reason wherein to assert, that 


the importation had caused the 


e| whole of the fall in the price of 


your corn; but, when it is well 
known, that no corn (except oats 
for a few weeks in 1820) has 
been imported, since the importa- 
tion which took place in Feb- 
ruary 1819, how is it possible 
for any man to make such an 
assertion ; and that, too, while the 
price of your corn has been getting 
lower and lower in proportion as 
the time has got distant from the 
period of the importation ? Is it 
possible, that corn, imported in 
the early part of 1819, can have 
caused this depression of price at 
the close of 1821 ! 

And, as to the quantity im- 
ported, what was it in comparison 
to the whole quantity raised and 
consumed ¢ ? Let us hear Mr. Wers 
Mics himself upon this subject. 
In his evidence before the Com- 
mittee (page 168,) he says, that 
thirty millions of bushels of corn 


and grain were imported at the 
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period referred to; and that this 
corn and grain have been part of 
the stock consuming and on hand 
from that time to this (March 1821.) 
Now, observe ; “ corn and grain” 
include oats, barley, peas, beans 
and some other things, as well 
as wheat. But, for argument’s 
sake, and to give Mr. Hatv all 
possible advantage, let us suppose 
it to have been thirty millions of 
bushels of wheat. Wehave now 
got, without any more importa- 
tions, to December 1821; and, 
you will all agree, that there can- 
not be, according to the present 
law, any more importations before 


This will 


bring us to the end of one hun- 


next harvest be over. 


dred and eighty-four weeks with- 
out importation. Now, at five 
persons to a family, there are full 
three millions of families in this 
Divide 


them; and you have 


kingdom. this wheat 
amongst 
ten bushels to a family, or not 
quite three and a. half pints of 
wheat to each family per week ! 
And this, at the very most, does 


not form a fifteenth part of their 
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consumption. For, though some 
families in England consume little 
bread, and some in Ireland noneat 
all, there are a very great number, 
each of which consumé twice or 
thrice the quantity of fifteen times 
three pints and a half per week. 

Is it not, then, wild indeed, to 
ascribe the fall of price to this 
importation ? Is it not dmpos- 
sible, manifestly impossible, that 
the importation can have had 
any thing more than a trifling 
effect, compared with the effect 
that has been, some how or other, 
produced! Can the addition of 
one fifteenth to the quantity of 
wheat have brought down the 
price of it to one half, and that, 
too, after a blighted crop and bad 
harvest ; and, moreover, when this 
trifling, this insignificant, addition, 
was made almost three years age? 
Really, gentlemen, to put such 
questions to you is almost to insult 
your understandings. 

Mr. Hat and his adherents, 
Mr. Eximan, Mr. W. Inorr, and 
others (not excepting Mr. Gooch, 


Mr. Curwen, Mr. Western, and 
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many more), seem to imagine, 
that when corn is brought from 
abroad, it takes, according to its 
amount, just so much money away 
from being laid out in home-corn. 
Error, when once adopted, is very 
persevering ; but, is it, then, pos- 
sible, that the great body of 
English farmers can reaily believe 
this! Do you not know, that it is 
an exchange that is going on of 
foreign corn for manufactures ? 
Now, these are made out of the 
produce of the land of England, 
freland and Scotland, in great 
part. And, observe, if the goods 
were not exported im exchange 
for the corn, they would not be 
made, and, of course, the amount 
of them would never be laid out in 
your corn. 

Bat, again ; what is the asnount 
of the importation, so pertinacious- 
ly complained of!) Mr. Wiriiam 
Inorr of Abbey Milton in Dorset- 
shire, who has just called upon 
the farmers of Dorset, Hants and 


Wilts to come forward, associate 
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and who is so firm an adherent ot 
Mr. Wess Haut as to quote his 
assertions and maxims as if they 
lwere gospel-truths : this gentle- 
man has observed, that the farm- 
produce of the kingdom amounted 
to two hundred and sixicen mii- 
lions a year before the importa- 
tion of 1819; and, that, now, if 
amounts to only one hundred and 
eight millions. Now, gentlemen, 
bear in mind, the gross importation 
was that of thirty millions of bushels 
of wheat, amounting, let us sup- 
pose, to fifteen millions of pounds. 
What, then, could the bringing in 
of fificen millions worth of wheat 
take away from you @ hundred 
and eight millions of money, 
which would otherwise have been 
laid out in your produce? but, 
hold! This is not all; for this 
Jifteen millions worth of imported 
wheat is to be spread over nearly 
four years; so that here is Mr. 
Wituiam = ILorr imputing the 
taking of about three hundred mil- 


lions of pounds from you by the 


and subscribe, for the purpose of| mere bringing in of fifteen mil- 


again petitioning for a Corn-Bill, 


lions worth of foreign wheat ! 
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But, as if this were not,sufficient 
to convince any human being that 
My. Haxx is in error, can this im- 
portation of corn and grain, in 
18!9, have been the cause of the 
fall, in 1821, of the prices of oxen, 
cows, sheep, pigs, timber and un- 
derwood! 1 beg Mr. Haut to be 
assured, that I mean nothing per- 
sonal, nothing uncivil, towards 
him ; but, in spite of my wishes, 
{ can scarcely bring myself to 
treat these his extraordinary as- 
sertions with any degree of serions- 
ness ; and I here leave this part 
of the subject to the operation of 
your natural good sense, rather 
than suffer myself to fall into that 
strain of commentary from which, 
were I not to stop here, it would 
be next to impossible for me to 
be preserved even hy the most 
anxious desiré to practise for- 
bearance. 

It being clear, then, gentlemen, 
that the importation of corn and | 
grain has not been the cause of the 
present low prices in any degree 
worth notice, how is a Corn Bill, 


of any description, to operate ay, 


a remedy for those low prices! 
The. utmost a Corn, Bill.can do, 
is, to prohibit importation, is to 
give you a complete. monopoly ; 
and that you have zow, and must 
have until next harvest at any 
rate. Do you expect a worse 
crop and haryest!, And, must if 
not be a great deal worse betore 
it raises the average of wheat 
above 10s. a bushel? | What good, 
then, can a Corn.Bill do you, even 
though it contained a complete, 
entire, permanent and perpetual 
prohibition ? 

Gentlemen, men of sense, men 
of sound understandings, as, you 
generally are, pray reflect, and 
adewes this question, Mr, Haut, 
who, according to his. evidence 
(on which, I am sure, he, cannot 
wish me to dwell in.a particular 
manner), proposes a permanent 
duty on the import of wheat, of 
five shillings a bushel; and on 
that of other grain in proportion. 
He says, that some of the, peti- 
tioners wished for a higher duty! 


And, astonishing ag is, the, fact, 





he really, by his subsequent pub- 
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lications, appears to have been 
disappointed that such a measure 
was rejected! You will observe, 


that this was to be an entry-duty ; 


so that no wheat could have been | 


brought in even for re-exportation 
without paying this duty; and 
this, according to his own evidence, 
is more than the price of the 
wheat when imported! But, sup- 
pose the parliament to have ben 
willing to make such an enormcus 
sacrifice of commerce ; what good 
would the measure have done 
you? It would have been a vir- 
tual prohibition ; and that you 
have now. And, pray, what re- 
metly, then, could you have had 
for those low prices, of which you 
now complain, and which get 
lower and lower as you get further 
and further off from the period 
when corn and grain’ were last 
imported ? 

Need I add a word in order to 
conyince you, that a Corn Bill, as 
a remedy for your low prices, is 
an illusion? But, some persons 
have ‘said, and Mr. Eiumax, Ju- 
nior; i particular, that the trade 
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in foreign Corn withdraws money, 
that would otherwise be employed 
by corn-dealers in the purchase of 
home corn. Now, the rate of price 
depends on two things ; first, on the 
proportion between the quantity of 
a thing and the want of a thing, 
and, second, on the proportion 
that the quantity of money in cir- 
culation bears to the number and 
amount of money transactions. 
How, then, can the dealings in 
foreign corn by our merchants 
affect the rate of your prices? 
Or, if those dealings were to be 
allowed to affect your prices, what 
reason would there be for your 
singling out corn-dealers from all 
other merchants ?) Why not com- 
plain that money is diverted from 
you by the dealers in any other 
zoods imported for re-ex portation ? 
Why not extend your complaints 
to coffee, sugar, pepper, and an 
endless variety of articles ; seeing 
that a pound drawn away from 
you through any of these channels 
is just as much a pound drawn 
baway from’ you as a pound used 


t 


in the dealings in foreign corn ? 
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Having, I hope, made it clear 
to you, that no restraint, no limi- 
tation, no tax, no prohibition, as to 
the importation of foreign corn, 
could possibly afford you the 
smallest relief, or chance of relief, 
from any evils which you expe- 
rience from low prices; having 
shown, and I think undeniably, 
that Mr. Wevn Hatt is wholly in 
error, in asserting that the low 
price of your produce proceeds 
from the importation of foreign 
corn, and that a Corn-Bill is the 
remedy ; let me now pray your 
attention to a short statement of 
the true cause of low prices; 
namely, the endeavour that the 
parliament (for, it is the parlia- 
ment, and not the ministry alone) 
has been using, and is still using, 
to force the Country back to gold 
in the place of paper. 

it is with unaffected regret that 
I here find myself compelled to 
refer in a particular manner to 
what Mr. Wess Haut has said 
npon this part of the subject; but, 


the errors which he has inculcated 
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1425 
so much importance, and so ma- 
nifestly pregnant with disappoint- 
ment, chagrin, loss and ruin to 
you, that I should deem it an un- 
warrantable stretch of personal 
civility, and, indeed, an mexcus- 
able dereliction of duty, were I, 
upon this occasion, to leave these 
errors unexposed, however pain- 
ful may be the performance of that 
duty. 

Gentlemen, I have, a few mi- 
nutes back, had occasion to ob- 
serve to you, that the rafe at 
which goods are sold depends on 
two things; first, on the prepor- 
tion between the quantity of the 
goods to be sold and the call, or 
demand, for the goods. Second, 
on the proportion the quantity 
of money in general circulation, 
in any country, bears to the num- 
ber and amount of money transac- 
tions in that country. 

To illustrate the férst of ihese 
principles, let us suppose ten 
thousand sheep penned for sale 
at any particular fair, which is at- 
tended by purchasers who want 


more than that number of sheep ; 
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and, at another, the’same number 
of sheep, penned at another fair, 
which is attended by purchasers 
who want less than that number of 
sheep. It is clear, daily expe- 
rience teaches you all, that, in 
the former case, the sheep, though 
the same in number and in qua- 
lity, would fetch a higher price 
in the former than in the latter 
case; and that, though of pre- 
cisely the same intrinsic. value, 
they would, in the common use 
of the words, be worth more in the 
former case than in the latter. 

To illustrate the second princi- 
ple; which, as to our present pur- 
pose, is much the most important 
of the two, let us suppose the same 
ten thousand sheep at the same 
fair, with purchasers wanting the 
whole of the ten thousand, and 
those purchasers having twenty 
thousand pounds in their pockets, 
being what they can devote to the 
purchase of sheep at this’ fair; 
and, ther let us suppose another 
fair at the same place, with the 
same purchasers, wanting the 


whole of the ten thousand sheep 





as before, but kaving ten thou- 
sand, instead of twenty thou- 
sand, pounds, being all that they 
can devote to the purchase of 
sheep at this fair. Is it not clear, 
that, in the former case, the sheep 
would sell on an average for forty 
shillings a head, and, in the latter 
case, for only twenty ? 

This is the principle, gentle- 
men, for you to keep in your eye ; 
and, if you do keep itin your eye, 
and only apply it, with a trifling 
portion of its obvious ramifica- 
tions, to the subject before us, I 
may safely leave to your own 
minds the detection of the dange- 
rous and ruinous errors, of which 
[am presently proceeding more 
particularly to speak, and to the 
adoption of which you have un- 
suspectingly been led by Mr. 
Wess Hat; errors into which, 
doubtless, that gentleman must 
have been led by great warmth of 
zeal unchastened by a due degree 
of knowledge and reftection. 

The principle, just laid down 
and illustrated, is applicable-to all 


the dealings in society, whatever 
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may be the article and whatever 
the amount; it extends itself over 
the whole of the transactions ofa 
nation as over those of a single 
fair. Hence it follows, that, when 
the amount of the circulating mo- 
ney, in any conntry, becomes, 
from whatever cause, /ess in no- 
minal amount than it has been, 
all prices, and particularly those 
of articles in general use, like 
your produce, must fall. There 
being less money in circulation in 
the country, there is less to carry 
to shop, to fair, to market; there 
s less to be laid out in sheep, 
corn, pigs; and less to Jay out in 
every thing: of course all prices 
fail, as we have seen in the case 
of the sheep at the fair, when 
there were only fen thousand, in- 
stead of twenty thousand, pounds, 
to be laid out in sheep. 

Here, then, we approach the 
point on which I am anxious to 
fix your attention: here we touch 
the real and only cause of that 
fail in prices, which is working 


your ruin, and which must com- 





plete that ruin, ‘unless you spee- 
dily turn from’ and abandon the 
errors into which ‘you have been 
doubtless, 
on his part, by the “ Chairmanof 


led, unintentionally; 


the Committee of Managers.” 

T am sure, gentlemen, that it is 
wholly unnecessary for me to ask 
you, whether the quantity of ¢ir+ 
culating money have not ‘been 
greatly reduced, since 1814, and 
especially since 1819, and more 
especially, still, since the month 
of May last. 


that it has: you know, that coun- 


You know well, 


try bankers have not one half of 
the quantity in circulation that 
they had in circulation previous 
to the year 1814. This, then, ts 
clearly the immediate cause of the 
fall of prices. Therefore, the 
question, next to be considered, is, 
whether the quantity of money in 
circulation be likely to be, or car 
be, increased ; for, unless it can, 
prices, on an average of seasons, 
cannot rise. 

In order to be able to answer 


this question, we must first in- 
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quire what: has been the cause of 
the Jdessening of the quantity of 
money? . This;cause _ is,. the 
measures a(lopted by the par- 
liament to) return to. cash-pay- 
ments; a cause that has been 
at work from 1814 to the present 
day; a cause which is yet at 
werk; a cause which will coniinue 
to work in the lowering of prices 
until, in. May 1823, Mr. Pzev’s 
Bill shall haye attained the climax 
of its effect. 

During the war, cash-payments 
were suspended by law, and, of 
course, there was no check to the 
But, the 


law, which suspended cash-pay- 


issue of paper-money. 


ments, provided for their resump- 


tion in six months after the peace. 


December 15, 1821. 
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commands, that, in 1823, every 
bank note, of every description, 
shall. be paid in gold upon de- 
mand, ‘This, therefore, has com- 
pelled the Bank of England to 
contract its issues, the country 
bankers to do the same; and has 
produced that diminution of the 
quantity of circulating money, 
which has been the cause, and 
the sole cause, of the fall in the 
prices of your produce, of the 
virtual and shocking violation of 
all leases and other contracts for 
time, and of all that varied ruin 
which now stares so many of you 
in the face. | 
Here, Gentlemen, we have a 
cause, a great and all-pervading 


cause, adequate to the terrible 


Therefore the moment peace came, | ¢ffects, which you, as renters, 


le 
all the issuers of paper money; | feel. And yet, Mr. Wess Hatt, 


drew in part of their paper, in| With the cause plain before his 


erder to be prepared for money} eyes, with these effects appealing 


payments. 
cash payments was put off by act 
after act, until 1819; but then 
Mr. Peel's Bill was passed ; and 


that brought the money affairs of 


the country to acrisis. The Bill! 








| 


The suspension of) to his heart, still calls upon you 


to petition for a Corn Bill as « 
remedy ; still insists that the im- 
portation of three and a half pints 
of wheat per week to each family, 


during the last three yéars, has 





| 
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been the only cause of all these 
mighty and frightful consequences; 
and says, and that, too,with all ap- 
parent coolness and deliberation 
in his’ remarks on the Agricultural 
Report, that, if the foreign corn 
had been kept out of the country, 
«« the resumption of cash payments 
‘would have passed equally w- 
“noticed and unfelt by this na- 
tion.” Yes; “unnoticed” even, 
though it is now clear, I trust, 
to you, as itis that two and two 
make four, that the very act, 
which commanded a return to 
cash payments, was an act to 
lessen the quantity of circulating 
money ; to reduce prices one half 
or more ; to double, in fact, the 
amount of the then taxes, rents 
and tithes; and to condemn to 
utter ruin all men bound by bond, 
mortgage, or lease! Here, gen- 
tlemen, are effects to be produced 
by the importation of as much 
corn in three years as must have 
been consumed in seven weeks ! 
And you are called upon to seek, 


when you are already half ruined, 


a remedy in a measure to prevent 


To rue Farmers. 
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a pitiful competition like this ; 
and “ a remedy, ” too, which can- 
not possibly have any application, 
till another whole year of increas- 
ing desolation have passed over 


your heads ! 


Gentlemen, it is much more 
agreeable to me to state to you 
such opinions and to offer you 
such advice as appears to me 
calculated to do you good, than it 
is to dilate on the errors that have 
already been so fatal to you. I 
therefore, in conclusion, have to 
say, that my opinion is, that prices, 
barring the effect of seasons, will 
continue to decline until after 
May 1823; that all the country 
bank paper will, even before that 
day, have disappeared ; and that 
farm produce will then have fallen 
to-the mark, of good wheat at four 
shillings a bushel on an average 
of seasons, and of South-Down 
Ewes at fifteen shillings a head. 
Of course, my earnest advice is, 
that you should take no land and 
no tithes, and keep none, that you 


can avoid keeping, upon any cal- 
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culation of prices higher than 
these. 

To petition parliament to pass 
a Corn-Bill, even if such a bill 
could do you any good, would be 
of no use. The parliament will 
not pass such a,pill. It cannot 
pass such a bill without outraging 
the feelings of every other class 
in. the community; and this, at 
this moment, is what it is not pre- 
pared to do. But, if you must 
apply to parliament, apply to it 
for a law to reduce your rents in 
cases where you hold by lease! 
A motion has been made in the 
Court of Chancery for the reduc- 
tion of the rent of a farm. It was 
maintained upon the ground, that 
money had been, by act of parlia- 
ment, raised in value since the 
lease was signed. Very good 
ground. The application was, by 
the Lord Chancellor, referred to 
How 


it will terminate I know not; but, 


the Master in Chancery. 
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encounter, You have only to quit 
your farms, or to keep them at 
such arent as you can afford to 
give, wheat being at four shillings 
a bushed and South-Down ewes at 
fifteen shillings a head. If your 
calculations go higher, you will 
be disappointed, and, in the end, 
ruined; for, to this standard the 
prices of your produce must come. 
You will always bear in mind, 
that your ruin, as far as it has 
gone, has been occasioned by 
acts of parliament. Those acts 
have, in fact, doubled your rents. 
If you pray for an act to reduce 
the rents, your object is rational, 
at least; but, to petition for a 
Corn-bill is, besides the utter in- 
utility of it, absurd and con- 
temptible. 

Without any possible pecuniary 
interest of my own, to be affected 
by your conduct or your fate, and 
with the wish simply to see you 


act the part of sensible men and 





it clearly points out to you the 
path that you have to pursue. 


Those of you who are not bound 


preserve yourselves from com- 


plete ruin, 


I remain your Friend, 





by lease have little of difficulty tol 


Wn. COBBETT. 
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TO MR. WEBB. HALL. 


‘7 
oo 


Sir, 
Tue above Letter will speak for 
itself. You, or a» Committee, 


have expended, and, in your view 
of the matter, for the best pur- 
poses, considerable sums of mo- 
ney, in order to obtain a Corn 
Bill.. I am of opinion, that all 
your efforts, which are, I perceive, 
‘to be renewed, are founded in. er- 
ror, and have tended; and do tend, 
todo gteat and lasting injury to 
‘the Fariers: I think that. the 
above Letter, if read by them, 
would dissipate the error, and 
prevent further injury, from that 
cause. bf therefore propose~ to 
you ‘to circulate, in: the several 
counties, through the channels 
that you have so-open to you, a 
thousand copies of the above Let- 
ter in»each county, which thou- 
sand copies’ I will supply you 
with at the price of ‘four pounds, 
leaving rather a loss than a profit 


“To Mr. Wers Hart. 





to myself, 
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This is a proposition so reason- 
able, that I-hope you will not re- 
ject it; and; indeed, I have ‘no 
fear.of such rejection. “If f have 


: not the good fortune to have con- 


vineed you ; still the.ease is ‘of 
such immense importance ; fife 
happiness and niisery of so many 
persons are involved in it;that } 
will not suffer myself to teary dur 
readiness and ‘even eagerness:.to 
afford every means in your power 
of laying before the parties imte- 
rested a view of both sides of the 
question. ils tod) ena 

A manuscript copy ‘of thisdset- 
ter is sent by post, along with the 
stamped Register containing: this ; 
and, I request you to favourme 
with an answer to the above:pre- 
position, on, or before, the -t:ven- 
tieth instant. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 


Wx. COBBETT. 





I sez, thatthere is a-genera/ 
sttr im the counties for getting. sp 
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Meetings of Farmers to petition 
jor,.a ‘Cora-Bill, .1 am much 
obliged to the gentleman who sent 
me the Sclisbury Paper, coniain- 
ang the rail. of; Mr..I.orz, that 
stanch. Disciple of Mr. Webb 
Hall ; and. 1. shall be. glad to get 
<ntelhgence of the time and place 
of meeting: of any of these bodies 
of men; who.are:all dupes of the 
Landlords.and Tithe-letters, who 
are thrusting the Farmers onto 
petition fer a> cornebill, for the 
double chance of gettmg some- 


thing done in reality, and of, at 


teast, feeding the: renters with 
hopes, and thereby getting them 
‘to. keep..their lands and tithes 
without reduction of rents.—The 
farmers have not, and never had, 
any interest in-a@ corn-bill. The 
Landlord and the Parson had, 
and have ; but the renter, unless 
he be bound by lease, need not 
wish for high prices... He must, 
if he. get high prices, pay high 
vert. All his out-goings must be 
high, except another depreciation 
of the money-enable him to rob 
the labourer, rather than see which 





December 15, 1621. 
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| repeated, it would be better for us 
to see the country laid waste —I 
think it likely, that, as I said long 
ago, the far greater part of the 
farmers, the rack renters (not the 
few leaseholders that are left) 
will be brought completely down ; 
aye, evento the poor-honse. A 
couple of years will nearly do the 
job.) Mr. Wess Haut has done 
a great deal to help them down 
by keeping their eyes fixed on,a 
false ground: of hope. df they 
could all see, that Peel’s Bill is 
causing their ruin, how-soon they 
But, this 
they do not and will. not, see, till 
it be too late. When, they get 
into the poor-house, they will be 
very enlightened political econo- 


would ‘cut and rum ! 


mists: much more enlightened 
than the Oracle and Broughamand 
his brother Edinburgh Reviewers. 
Spare diet is excellent-for keep- 
When. they 
get the smell. of. the ‘‘.2vines” 
quite out of their noses, they will 
see all about the mutter as clearly 
as my Disciples now do; only their 


sight will come a little too: late. 
3G 


ing the mind. elear. 
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LORD KENYON! 

Tue following is a8 pretty a 
little story, relating to the “‘ respec- 
table part of the press,” as one 
would wish to have come out. I 
will insert this Police Report, just 
as I find it in the Saint James’s 
Chronicle ; and then I will make 


some remarks on it. Here we have 


a Lord, a Peer, not only one of 


the “ Grand Council of the Na- 
tion,” but one of our hereditary 
law-makers and one of the here- 
ditary Council of the Crown, pub- 
lished forth to the world, set out 
at full length and in broad day; 
nay, in a police-report, as a part- 
wer in the proprietorship of a 
newspaper ; and, of course, as a 
sharer in all the profits, whether 
of whole papers, columns, para- 
graphs, or advertisements! The 
report is as follows : 
Bow-street.—On Saturday a mes- 
senger came to Sir Richard Birnie 
from the True Briton Office, in the 
Strand, to inquire if he had aa- 


thorized two of his Officers to 
break open the door for the pur- 


Lorp Kenyon. 
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pose of taking forcible posses- 
sion of the premises; as they had 
stated that they had his orders to 
that effect, and had accordingly 
attempted to carry them into exe- 
cution, 

Sir Richard Birnie said he had 
done no such thing, and immedi- 
ately sent down to the Strand, to 
know if any of the officers belong- 
ing to this Office had presumed to 
do what was stated. The messen- 
ger brought back word that ‘wo 
constables had broken open the 
door; but néither of them belonged 
to Bow-street. 

In a few minutes afterwards, 
another person arrived to make a 
similar inquiry, and presently a 
third, a fourth, and a fifth. By this 
time it seemed evident that the pos- 
session of the premises was /iercely 
disputed. Sir R. Birnie received « 
letter from Lord Kenyon, complaining 
that forcible possession of a house of 
which his Lordship was propricior was 
held by a person who was merely his 
Lordship’s servant. 

Sir Richard declined ail .inter- 
ference in a case where the right of 
possession was contended. 

The house, it seemed, was now 
converted into a fortress; and the 
eompositors, pressmen, and devils, 
into a garrison, from which ex- 
presses cuntinued to arrive at the 
At 
length Mr. Stockdale, one of ihe pro- 


Office every five minutes. 


prietors of the paper, appeared, fol- 
lowed by some other persons, and 
complained to the Magistrates that 
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a person who had been a partner 
of his held forcible possession of a 


. . a 7 | 
house of which Lord Kenyon was the | 


proprietor; and in pursuance of his 
he (Mr. 
Stockdale) had brought two con- 


Lordship’s directions, 
stables, who forced open the door ; 
but meeting with a greater force 
inside, they were expelled with 


violence and ill-treated. His friend, | 


Mr. Swift, he said, had been struck, 
and very much hurt. 

The he 
could not enter into the question 


Magistrate said that 


of right of possession; but if any 
he 
would of course grant a warrant 


person had been assauited, 
against the party who had so as- 
saulted him. 

Mr. 


appearing very ime, and stated that 


Swift now came forward, 


he wus a Barrister, and had accom- 
panied Mar the 
house when the door was found 


Stockdale into 
open, and was there struck by two 
men whose names he did not know. 
but whose persons he could iden- 
tify. 
collared by Mr. Merle, the person 


He had also, he added, been 


illegaily holding possession. 
A warrant was accordingly is- 


sued against those three indivi-| 


duals. 

They had no sooner left the 
Office than Mr. Westmacott, and 
a party of Mr. Merle’s friends, re- 
Mr. 


placed them. Westmacott 


asked Sir Richard Birnie if he had 


granted a warrant against Mr. 
Merle? 
Sir Richard said he had; and 


Decemper 15, 1821. 
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‘asked how he came to keep for- 
‘cible possession of those premises? 
Mr. Westmacott replied, that he 
‘was justified in dcing so, as he was 
| the proprietor of them. 

| Sir R. Birnie observed, that 
Lord Kenyon had expressly stated 


‘that his Lordship was the pro- 
| prietor. 

Mr. Westmacott answered, that 
he would have no hesitation in say- 
ing that his Lordship was wrong. 
His Lordship certainly deceived 
himself in stating the facts con- 
tained in his letter. He was merely 
one of the three partners, namely, his 
Lordship, Myr, Stockdale, and Mr. 
Merle, of whom ‘Ir. Merle was the 
conducting pariner, and had been in 
possession 6f the house for 18 
months past. 

Mr. Stockdale now re-entered 
the Office, and informed the ma- 
gistrates that the warrant could 
uot be executed, as the other party 





would not open the door. 
| Magistrate—Well, Sir, we can- 
| 


| Mr. Westmacott—Their object 


not help that. 


\is to prevent the pudlication of the 
| paper’. 
Mr. Stockdale—No such thing: 
his Lordship’s and our object is to 
promote the publication of the paper. 
Mr. Westmacctt—Give me the 
names of ‘the persons who, you 
say, have committed an assault, 
and they shalb give bail instantly. 
Mr. Stockdale—We cannot do 
‘that; for some persons have as- 


| saulted Mr. Sw 


*¢ 
Hil, 


t, whose names he 
3G2 
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does not know.—Am I contented 
with what is done, your Worship? 
Magistrate—You are best judge 
of that, Sir. We can do nothing 
more. The warrant is in the hands 
of an officer who will do his duty. 
The parties then withdrew, it 
being first understood that they 
were again to attend in the even- 
ing, when Sir R. Birnie suggested 
to Mr. Stockdale, it »would be right 
that Lord Kenyon should be present. 


Now, in the first place, it would 
be right to ascertain, whose names 
are recorded at the Stamp Office 
as those of the proprietors! 
Kenyon’s and Stockdale’s be not ; 
or, if Aenyon’s be not, and Merle’s 
be, how is Kenyon to make it out, 
that Merle was merely his ser- 
vant? Where there are partners, 
the law demands, that two of the 
principal proprietors shall go to 
the Office, make oath of the fact ; 
and that that oath shall be record- 
ed at the Office. Now, here were 
three partners on the day of the 
siege, as Mr. Westmacott says; 
and Stockdale says, that Merle 
had been a partner with Kenyon 
and himself. Either Merle had 
ceased to be a partner with Stock- 


cate and Kenyon; or he had not. 


Lorp Kenyon. 


If 
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If he had, Kenyon’s name musf, 
on the day of the siege, have 
been recorded at the Stamp 
Office, or Kenyon was guilty of a 
breach of the law, in publishing 
a newspaper without going and 
If Merle 


had not ceased to be a partner, 


recording his name. 


how came Kenyon to assert, in a 
letter to the Police Magistrate too, 
that Merle was merely his_ser- 
vant? We shall probably hear 
something further in explanation 
of this matter. At present Kenyon 
cuts but an awkward figure. 

So much for the legal part of 
the thing : now as to the political 
part. It is, as far as I know, the 
first time that we have possessed 
proof on oath of a partnership of 
this sort ina Lord. We may, for 
many reasons, have supposed the 
existence of such things, in many 
cases; but this is, I believe, the 
first time, that we have had the 
legal proof of such a political 
connexion. The language of the 
** respectable part of the press ; - 
the praises it bestows ; the praises 


it receives from certain quarters ; 
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the tendency of its labours ; and 
especially its incomparable stu- 
pidity: all these would lead one 
to conclude, that we have now 
seen exposed nothing more than 
amere specimen of a kind of con- 
nexion in trade far from being in 
I have heard 


of a man, who, in 1819, actually 


reality very rare. 


hired the most accomplished rogue 
in England to write a pamphlet, 
full of lies, against me, and who 
sent it off by thousands to be cir- 
culated in WALES! This might 
be a little worse, to be sure, than 
some other things that such men 
The 


“ respectable part of the press” 


daily do; but not much. 


is one mass of rubbish ; and how 
it keeps itself up at all, now that 
sevenpence will buy two pounds 
of meat, is truly astonishing. 
However, we shall, most likely, 
have a sequel to this affair of 
Kenyon, Stockdale, and Merle, 
the three partners of the ‘“‘ True 
Briton,” which was a child of 
Old George Rose, and which is 
still in very worthy hands. The 


three partners are truly worthy 
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of each other ; and, let us hope, 
that, when their passion: is cover, 
they will, like others of thé dame 
description, kiss and be friends, 
and not push things any more to 


these scandalous extremities. 





TO 


THE RADICALS : 


On the necessity of supporting the 
Fundholders against the at- 
tempts of designing and evil- 
minded Landlords and Farmers. 


LETTER IL. 


FRIENDS AND COUNTRYMEN, 
Wuen the owl and the bat 
mourn, the lark and the linnet 


sing; 


; and, when Yeomanry “ Ga- 
5S d 


valtry ” weep, Radicals may well 
rejoice. I always insisted, that 
we were the only truly ‘* loyal;” 
and that will now be found “by 
His Majesty, and by those Mi- 
nisters whom we Lave to thank 
for having passed Peel’s immortat 
Bill, which, as I told you at the 
time it would, is now carrying’ us 
on swiftly towards the happy me- 


ment of deliverance, 
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It is necessary that we keep 
ourselves prepared for supporting 
‘* His Majesty’s Government ”’ 
and the Fundlords against the 
attempts of evil-minded landlords 
and farmers, who are deluding the 
rest of that body of men into most 
seditions and even treasonable 
deeds. Please to bear in mind 
what I said in my first letter ; 
and, let us bear in mind, too, the 
motto of our foes, of these our 
most deadly foes; that, “ when 
** bad men conspire, the good must 
** combine.” We must be pre- 
pared for petitioning, and for 
using all the means in our power, 
to “* keep down” these disturbers, 
these agitators, these evil-disposed 
persons, who are deluding “ mis- 
guided ” creatures to their ruin. 
{ have no fear for the result, in- 
deed ; for, if the “ Gavaltry” 
should, as Ellman the younger 
threatened, in his Letter to His 
Majesty’s Prime Minister ; if they 
should become audacious, we can 
easily settle them ; and that, too, 
without any help from our brothers 


of the standing army or militia. 











We could drum them into tran- 
quillity with only a few broom- 
sticks or hedge-stakes. 

However, they will know better 
than go to the length of calling us 
forth. They will let us eat our 
cheap victuals in quiet. But, we 
must be prepared for counteract- 
ing the disaffected, who are now 
endeavouring to stir up opposition 
to all lawful authority ; who are 
crying out against tares, tithes, 
and against the acts, not only of 
the ministers, but of the purliament 
itself ; and who openly avow, in 
many places, the “ treasorable 
design ” of destroying the ‘ credit 
of the country” by an attack on 
that “ public faith,” by which 
alone that “‘ credit ” is supported ! 

Friends and Countrymen, in 
these sacred names I call upon 
you to be now vigilant, now 
constantly on the watch, now 
active! Things are come nearly 
round. And now is the. time for 
you to be well prepared. The 
Ministers have passed, or get to 
be passed, a law, the tendency 
of which is twofold : to make food 


’ 
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cheap, and to bring down the 
landlord and the parson and the 
‘* gavaliry;” to raise the labourer 
and to sink the borough-blade and 
his adherents. God bless His Ma- 
jesty tor choosing and keeping 
such ministers! The borough- 
blades and the “ gavaltry ” heroes 
wish to destroy the effect of this 
blessed, this, I had almost called 
it, holy law; and, it is for us 
to defeat the daring, the impious 
design. 

I beg you to keep my first letter 
in view. I there laid down the 
principles, upon which we now 
proceed ; which are, indeed, our 
old, fixed principles. Keeping 
that Letter always in view, let us 
now take a look at the present 
movements of the designing land- 
lords and farmers. I have often 
enough had to observe on the 
conduct of the three hundred news- 
papers, all of which, as if paid 
for the purpose, have kept a pro- 
found silence as to the agonies of 
the system. However, the stir 
amongst the half crazy farmers 


does now begin to make the 





country papers open a little upon 
the fundholders. Sometimes in. 
The ** Gloucestershire 
Associated Farmers” .... By 


sly hints. 


the by, what glorious sport for us 
of the condemned, Radical tribe, 
to see the farmers, yea, the yeo- 
manry ‘* Gavaltry,” penned up in 
rooms by Six Acts! They would 
fain have open air meetings, but 
they dare not! They invite ALL 
persons to join them in petitioning! 
Ah! ye Nabals, we invited you 
in vain! Now you feel, do you? 
Now you have to complain! And 
Six Acts restrain you! Thus is 
the rod you prayed fer for us, 
fallenon your own backs! .. . + 
The “ associated farmers of Glow 

cestershire,” with Mr.Wess Hair 
at their head, just observe, in 
their petition, that, if they do not 
get relief, the fundholder cannot 
be paid ! Thank you, gentlemen ; 
but, he can and shall, in spite of 
you, unless we have a reform, 
which would clear the way for 
deing all parties justice — Mr. 
Wa. Ihnorr, the “agitator * of 
Dorset, Wilts and Hants; the 
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‘designing ” Mr. Wm. Tlott says, 
in his address to the “ deluded ” 
(really deluded) in those counties, 
“ surely this is a subject worthy 
‘the consideration of the land- 
*‘ holder as well as the farmer 
‘“and grazier; for both they and 
*‘ their tenants are becoming daily 
‘of less account in the eyes of 
“the present wise generation of 
“* fundholders.”— Wiity! Mr. 
Wm. Ivorr is witty.. But, you 
see, here is a slap at our friends 
of the "Change: at that Debt (oh, 
the dear thing!) without which 
we might hang ourselves in des- 
pair. 

“The Shrewsbury paper has a 
It calls 


upon the Landlord to reduce his 


dead set at our friends. 


rents and to insist on the fund- 
holder reducing his interest! In- 
sist! Aye, “ to compel the 
“ government to reduce the in- 
“terest.” This is being as bad 
as Mr. Wa. Itorr. This is 
treason; and I will prove it. The 
government cannot reduce the in- 
terest without an act of | parlia- 


ment, Thus, then, here is an 


To tHe Rapicats. 
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open instization to compel the par-- 
liament to do something. ‘This’ 
is to “ overawe” the parliameut 
by “ threats ;” and this ‘is high 
treason by the act of 1796 (I think 
it was) renewed in 1817 ! Come, 
come! Messieurs , Yeomanry 
“ Gavaltry:” none’ of your coms 
pellings, if you please. We can 
find judges and juries: and jailors 
and hangmen for you as’ well as 
for others, if you go to the play ing 
ofany of your pranks! 

It is of the first importance that’ 
we keep in view the workings of 
these gentry. Our turn is: mow" 
come to watch their movements. 
They complain of low prices ; 
and, that we may have some “en- 
joyment after ali our cruel pains, 
let us hear a little of their sail 
ings. The dying screech’ of the 
wounded hawk is sweetest mu- 
sic to the ears of the feathered. 
throng. 

From the Bath Journal, 3 Dec.. 


Pool fair, Montgomeryshire, on - 


Friday was largely supplied with 


all kinds of live stock; exeepting ° 
horses. Every article’ sold astonish. 
ingly low ; ‘sucking pig's at' 19, eaelt 2 
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—<At a sale of farming steck lately, 
near,Pool, a quantity of wheat in 
the straw which would yield fifty 
strikes, was knocked down for 8/., 
ahout 2s. 7d, per strike! 


From the Bath Herald, 1 Dee. 


Monmouth Autumnal fair, on 
Thursday last,’ furnished another 
proof of the distressed state of the 
agricultural interest. There were 
more cattle in the market than were 
ever seen at any former period; 
not only the Over, Monnow Town 
and Monnow-street, but even the 
avenues leading from them, were 
completely filled, and some even 
stood in the Market-place. Of fat 
beasts there were not many, but 
what migh. be deemed fleshy were 
mere numerous ; the price fell more 
than 4/. in 20/. for what they sold 
for last September ; and, with re- 
spect to lean stock, the market was 
as. low as the beasts were nume- 
rous. Of the dulness of sale, an 
opinion may be formed from the 
cireumstanée, that ‘on the evening 
preceding the fair this time twelve 
months, 28 respectable agriculturists 
and dealers assembled together at 
the same inn ; whilst, on the eve of 
the present, only four sat down at 
the inn. There was a considerable 
quantity of cheése exposed for 
sale; best-making averaged from 
o4s, to 56s, pex ewt., family from 
44s. to 45s, and a great portion of 
it was sold, The trading iatcrests 
of the town felt the-consequences, 





being no bettcr. employed thajgn ordi 
nary days of the week.—At Shaftes- 
bury, on Friday, a greater number 
of sheep were ‘penned than usuat, 
and many were sold at low prices : 
lambs fetched from 3s. to 12s. ; one 
pen of ewes fetched no more than 
33, per head.—Yeovil, on Monday, 
was numerously supplied with all 
kinds of stock ; but the prices which 


were so ruinously low, that unless 
some speedy assistance be aflorded 
to the farmer, the state of agricul- 
ture will be most deplorable. A 


fair, and succeeded in robbing 
several persons of considerable 
sums.—At Martinstown, on Thtrs- 
day, there was a greater quantity: 
of sheep penned than was ever 
known, and such a dull fair was 
never witnessed. Lambs fetched 
from 5s, to 10s. ; ewes in lamb, 1és. 
to 18s.; fine wethers offered at 15s. 
to 20s.-but no buyers to be found. 


Well! and what of all that! 
Who has any right to complain 
of that? No one, my friends, for 
low prices are what we want. 
But, say these evil-disposed men, 
we have taxes to pay and the inte- 
rest of a Debt. Well! Who con- 
tracted the Debt? Did you hot 
contract it yourselves ? WE had 


nothing to do with the matter, 





; 


prevailed, we are sorry to state, : 


gang of pickpockets infested the, 


re ee 
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WE wanted it not to be con-) 
tracted! And, pray, do recol- 
lect, that several millions of this 
Debt have been contracted to get 
money to give to yourselves as 
And 
that the far greater part of the 


'» 


yeomanry ‘“ gavaltry ! 


money has been expended for the 
openly avowed object of prevent- 
ing what you have called revolu- 
tion, and what we have called 
reform! Pray bear these things 
in mind, 

Surrey and Hampshire loyal 
* gavaltry,” list, O list! to me one 
moment, while I “ speak daggers 
to you, though I will use none.” 
In the month of February, 1817, 
while the power-of-imprisonment 
Bill was passing in the unreformed 
parliament, there was a Meeting 
of Reformers on Portsdown Hill. 
1, at that meeting, moved a peti- 
tion, which was agreed to, and 
signed upon that’ bleak, naked 
Hill, in that cold and bleak month, 
by While 
WE were thus engaged, YOU, 


four thousand men. 


mounted on your horses, your 


To rae Rapicats. 





swords drawn, and your pistols 
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loaded with ball cartridge, were 
drawn up and capering about in 
the valleys and on the sides of the 
Hill. Some of you had been sent 
even from Farnham in Surrey. 
One of you, who is, perhaps, 
now alive, came up to me at 
Horndean, and gave me one of 
the bullets that he had just drawn 
out of his pistol. I gave it, with 
its history, to a friend in America! 
Surrey and Hampshire “ gaval- 
try,” how do you feel now ? And, 
remember, you have only begun 
to feel! In that petition, what 
Why, as the 


records of parliament will show, 


did we pray for? 


for a reduction of the army, and 
of salaries, pensions, sinecures, 
and grants ; for a reduction of the 
interest of the Debt; and, for 
a reform of the Commons’ House 
of Parliament. This is what we 
prayed for; and it was when we 
were met to put up this prayer, 
that you were ready for us with 
your drawn sabres and loatled pis- 
tols ! 


that we are now ready for you ! 


I say no more to you, only 


From these gallant ‘ gayaltry ” 



































1461 


let us now, my friends, turn to 
these Mott’s factious invitation 
to the people in the West. Here 
it is in their own words, taken 


from the Salisbury slaves’ paper. 


piers of Land, and all others in- 
terested in the welfare of Agricul- 
ture in the counties of Dorset, 
Hants, and Wilts, whose views are 
favourable for the Prefeelion of 


algriculture against the importation oj 
foreign produce, duty free, and for an 
open trade at all times, with coun- 
fervailing duties equal to the differ- 
ence of expence in raising produce 
here and in other countries from 
whence such produee is imported, 
are respectfully requested to be- 
come Members and Subscribers to 
The DorsetsHire and adjacent 


parts of Hants and WiLts Asso- | 


ciATION.—N.B. Gentlemenwishing 
to become Subscribers will be 
pleased to signify such their in- 
tention, and remit the same by 
fetter (free of postage) to either 
of the following, namely :— William 
Clapeott, Esq. Litthedown-heuse, 
near Christchurch, Hants; Thos. 
King, Esq.Alvediston, near Shaftes- 
bury, Dorset; Edwin Andrews, 
Esq. Shroton, near Blandford, Dor- 
set; or to Mr. William Tiott, Abbey 
Milton, near Blandford, Dorsci.--- 
Should a sufficient number of Gen- 
tlemen come forward to support 
this Association, a General Meeting 
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will be called, by Advertisement, 
to consider of the best means to be 
adopted during the next Session of Par- 


liament. 


E.S.1LOTT, Sec. 





Blandford, Nov. 24, 1821. 


} 


“To the Proprietors and Occu-_ 


So, here we havea “ Commit- 


“toe of Management,” issuing its 
'** Orders.” This Committee is a 


hody of delegates, composed of 


i'men sent from the several Coun- 


ties! The proposed Meeting is 
to consider of the ‘‘ best means to 
‘* be adopted during the next Ses- 


> 


sion of Parliament ;” almost 


| 
| the very words of the notice calling 
the Manchester Meeting of 16th 
| August ! And, one of these men, in 
hisaddress tothe deluded, pub- 
‘lished in the same paper,grows still 
| bolder, and, indeed, he becomes, 
‘in some parts of it, “ highlu sedi- 
| tious,” and might be prosecuted as 
|a seditious libeller, as I shall 
presently show. He sets out as 
follows : 

‘** Gentlemen,---Since I last ad- 
dressed you on the Agricultural 
Question in this respectable Jour- 
nal,things havestill retrogradedfrom 
bad to worse. tis heart-rending to 
reflect how much is and has been 
suffered, and how many worthy and 
industrious men have been and must 
be ruined. New wheat is almost 
unsaleable at any price; it has been 
selling from 3s, to 5s, per bushel ; 





By order of the Committee of Management, « 


_aumigsiaiinee 


ae et ae 


a ae 
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some few parcéls of stiperior quality 
now only‘reach from 7s, to'8s.' Bar- 
ley is equally as low, and. almost 
unsaleable. As for the cattle and 
‘sheep markets, they are, if possible, 
worse than the corn markets ; best 
beef and mutton selling at 4d. pr. Ib. 
fat pigsin the same proportion. So 
much,Gentlemen, forleaving ‘things 
to find their own level,’ as recom- 
mended by the noble Lord Liverpoo! 
in his speech on the Agricultural 
Question. The absurdity of this 
doctrine must now be so apparent 
to every reflecting man, that it is 
only a waste of ink to notice it 
farther.” 


What! accuse the prime Minister, 


that prime cock of all cocks, of 


absurdity! Now what say Six 
Aets? That, if any one utter 
by writing, printing, or publishing, 
words, tending to bring the go- 
vernment imto contempt, he shall 
be deemed a ‘seditious libeller,” 
and shall be liable to all the other 
pains and penalties due to such a 
crime, and to banishment for life 
besides ! Take eare, master Jlott ! 
The prime minister is the head of 
the : government, ‘next after the 
king ; to tend to ‘bring Aim: into 
contempt is surely to tend to bring 
the government into contempt; and, 
if accusing him, flatly and plainly, 
of | absurdity,” which means 
gross foolishkacss, and to say, 


To rue Rapicats. 
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further, ‘thatdt isiionly a.‘ 2ewste 
of INK.’’ to ‘notice him further ; 
if this do not tend to bring him 
into contempt, may I ask the 
Attorney General what can have 
that tendency ? 

Leaving this part of this ‘“ de- 
signing demagogue’s”’ paper to 
the animadversions: of the’ law, jet 
us just look at the ground: of his 
factious complaint, his “ pretended 
grievances.” Whatis this ground ! 
Why, that wheat is selling at from 
three shillings to five shillings a 
bushel, and that deef and muiton 
are selling for four~pence a pound?! 
This isa grievanee, is it? Insoléent 
man! I have often been accused 
by the sons of corruption of writing 
as if I had a@ contempt for the 
understandings of my: readers ; 
but, what contempt must this man 
have for, the ‘understandings of 
the people! By the book of 
Common Prayer we arectaught 
to pray to Godto cause *‘ dearth” 
to cease ; and to give him thanks 
for “ cheapness.” And here. is 
this wretch calling upon us to 
oppose the measures which have 
made dearth to cease and which 
have given ‘ts' cheapness! - So 
that this man is guilty of ddas- 
phemy as well as of sedction }: And, 
is he to escape? Is lie mot “to 
be prosecuted? . Is'there mo jail, 
no dungeon, for him? 
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He tells us, that “ it is hearf- 
vending to reflecthow' much is, 
‘and has been, swffered, and how 
“many worthy: and indusirious 
‘‘men- have been, and. must be, 
“ruined.” Well; and, was it 
not heart-rending to reflect.on the 
dungeontng of the-reformers in 
1817, wnder the: power-of-impri- 
sonment act? Is:it mot heart-rend- 
img to reflect on:'the. state of the 
reformers now. in: dungeons, and 
on that of their wives and fami- 
ties? Is it not-heart-rending to re- 
flect on the-sufferings of Joun 
Swarw, sent bythe Justices of 
Cheshire, in 1820, to pass FOUR 
YEARS AND A HALF in Ches- 
ter Jail, while his wife and family 
are starving! Is it not heart-rend- 
ing to reflect on the sufferings of 
the hundreds of men, women, and 
children, killed or wounded at 
Manchester . on. the: never-to-be 
forgotten 16th of August}. And 
yet, we never heard William J/ott, 
or any of his. new.) petitioning 
imibe, express any sorrow or any 
indignation at any of, these things. 
Who, then, is to:feel for him and 
his tribe ? ) 

Doubtless, there are many and 
a great many. falling, , farmers 
worthy of, compassion. But, they 
are not tobe found amongst the 
greedy and {villanous tribe who 
are striving |\to! get\a Corn-Bill. 
However, this: project -of theirs, 





though it can do them no good, 
may, and must, if adopted, do 
the country harm. . We. must, 
therefore, oppose: it with our . pe- 
titions: 1 shall petition myself; 
and, in my next, I shall ‘state to 
you the grounds, the heads, of my 
petition. You who are mdnufac- 
turers, especially, should be pre- 
pared. Sign petitions in the same 
manner that you signed addresses 
to our lamented Queen. Get them 
ready in time, and send them, if 
you choose, up to me with instruc- 
tions as to the members by whom 
you wish them to be presented. 
If you have other channels, it will 
be as well; but, if you have no 
other, avail yourselves. of; my 


offer. You will see the heads-of . 


my petition; and, if you appreve 
of them, adopt them. The Mer- 
chants and. Big-Manufacturers 
will petition too; and, pray, com- 
pel. the haughty and insolent 
wretches to petition. in company 
with you. As to reform. of par- 
liament, I do not advise you ever 
again \to. petition ‘+ the House” 
for that; but, this is a different 
matter; and, this matter, ought 
not to go off without your, having 
a great say in it. 

But, the Debt is our great mark. 
“* National faith.” is our bulwark. 
We must neglect nothing to: matr- 
tain that! One of the accusa- 
tions against us, im 1817, was, 


a RR 
LE et et ne ptt 
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that we wanted to destroy it! 
What, 
friend ! 
talk, in their private circles, of a 
Oh, no! That 
is a reduction of the interest. A 
fool, a glaring fool, a great big 
bullet-headed fool, in Sussex» 
‘talked the other day of a Pro- 


destroy our only swre 
The corn-bill fellows 


tax on the funds. 


perty-Tax! Now, if they lay a 
tax on all property alike, that will 
help away their estates even sore 
quickly than they are now going ; 
and, if they tax funded property 
more heavily than other property, 


To rue Rapbica.s. 
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|** government” intended to * pro- 
pose,’ early in the next session, 
|to lay a tax on foreign corn im- 
ported! Now, as to the injustice 
and the cruelty of such an inten- 
tion, anglasto the inutility and 
the foolishness of such a measure, 
[ will speak of these in my Let- 
ter to Lord Egremont ; but, my 
‘friends, pray look at, and pray 
enjoy with me, the fact (if it be 
true) of ‘* government,” ‘“ His 
Majesty's government,” the great, 
big, bouncing, swaggering “ go- 
vernuent,” making such a com- 





then they reduce the interest of the | munication to Mr. Wess Hau! 
Debt! And then, my lads, we | He who had recently pretty welt 


will have the feast of the Grid- 
iron! Whether this be done or 
not, this year, it will be done, or 
attempted, before May 1823 ; and, 
we must work, in the manner here- 
alter to be shown, double tides, to 
prevent its being done, until we 
get a reform of the parliament. 

In my next Register, I shail 
have a letter to Lord Egremont 
on his pretty speech at the Lewes 
Agriculturass Meeting on the third 
instant. But, in the meanwhile, 
let me communicate to you a most 
At the Lewes 
Meeting, a farmer, named £il- 
man, told the meeting, that he had, 
that morning, got a letter from 
Mr. Wess Haut, stating, that 


Mr. Huskisson had told him, that 


interesting fact. 


basted this same “ government” 
and this same Mr. Huskisson, in 
Faith! 
‘* retrenchment,” though hardly 


a very foolish pamphlet! 


begun, makes the pretty gentle- 
This, 
however, is only a sip out of that 


men feel queer already. 


wide and deep joram of humilia- 
tion, which they have to swallow 
to the very dregs. 

If you have my Ven Letters to 
Landlords, read them attentively. 
He who has them, let him lend 
them about, till worn out; for, 
there yeu will see the whole ques- 
tion, in all its parts, clearly to the 
bottom. You will see, not only 
that our foes deceive themselves, 
but how ié is that they deceive 
themselves. 
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My friends, be of good cheer. 
Our most deadly foes are in con- 
fusion. They do not know which 
way to tarn themselves. They 
wriggle and twist about upon their 
SEATS as if they were naked 
and sitting upon thorns. They 
would do well to quit the seats in 
time ; for to remove the thorns they 
will find impossible; and, if they 
be plucked from their seats, they 
will leave the bleeding flesh be- 
hind them. 

Iam, 
Your faithful Friend, 
Wm. COBBETT. 





TO THE 





MONEY HOARDERS. 


os | 


No. V. 


My Gooov FRrienps, 

Ix great haste 1 inform you, 
that, when T was in London, /ast 
Sunday (this is Thursday, 13th 
Dec.) I heard, that which makes 
me seriously believe, that, when 
the parliament meets, an attempt 


injury tomy “ little bird,” 1 can- 
not state those reasons.—lIi this 
take place, God knows what will 
follow! A sovereign will then be 
a precious possession! Perhaps 
two prices will.come; and, then, 
good bye funding system! Then 
comes reform too! Look sharp: 
get the gold as fast as you can. 
I am, 
Your faithful Friend, 
Wan. COBBETT. 





COBBETT’S 
LETTERS TO LANDLORDS 
AND FARMERS. 





Wer did not, owing to a mis- 
take, fulfil my original intention of 
printing these Letters separately. 
They are now in ten Registers ; 
and, of course, the price of them 
is five shillings. —Register No. 20 
of Vol. 40, contains a Letter to 
the Susser Farmers. Register of 
15th Dec. contains a Letter to the 
Farmers of this Kingdom, and 
one to Mr. Webb Hall, and also 
remarks on Mr. Wm. Iott’s ad- 
dress. Register of 22d Dec. will 


will be made TO PUT A STOP} contain a Letter to Lord Egre- 
mont, on his speech at the meeting 
of the Susser Farmers. Register 
of 29th Dec. will contain a Letter 
to Lord Grey on the only possible 
way of proceeding with effect to 
remedy the evils that now afflict 


TO THE ISSUE OF GOLD 
COIN! Tassure you that J be- 
lieve this; and my reasons for 
believing it are such as would con- 
vince you that the belief is well- 





founded ; but, at present, without 






| 


— 
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the nation —I am perfectly con- 
vinced, that there requires, on the 
part of the farmers, only an atten- 
tive reading of these Letters, to 
save from ruin those of them who 
are not already ruined. 


Wn. COBBETT. 





JOURNAL. 

Since 3d Dec. 1 have been in 
Avent, and Iam now in Norfolk. 
! shall, probably, continue my 
Journal next week; but, I must 
always make it give way to more 
important matter. 





FARMERS’ MEETING, 

Arrer having taken the opinion 
of several gentlemen deeply in- 
terested in the fate of the Farmers, 
and anxious to assist in rescuing 
their neighbours from the jaws of 
rain, | hereby invite two farmers 
from each county in England to 
come to London to compose a 
Meeting, to be held at the Crown 
and Anchor in the Strand, on the 
Third Tuesday aiter the day on 
which the next Session of Parlia- 
ment shall begin.—I propose that 
we shall dine together (I being a 
farmer too), and that the tickets 
for the dinner shall be half a sove- 
veign ; which tickets will be pre- 
pared, and will be delivered at 
the places hereafter to be pointed 
out.—The main thing is to know, 
#8 soon as may be, the names of 
the gentlemen who mean to come. 





Farmers’ 
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We want no unfortunate men who 
are afraid of landlords or parsons. 
Those who are disposed to come 
will please to write to me, and 
inform me of their intention. If 
more than two choose to come 
from any county, there can be no 
objection.—It is too much to ex- 
pect gentlemen to come from 
Scotland, Ireland, or even from 
Wales; but, if that should be 
convenient, it would be particu- 
larly agreeable to all parties.— 
The proposed objects of the meet- 
ing, are, to {ake into consideration 
the state of the farmers; and to 
consult respecting the circulating 
of some short paper, in the form of 
Resolution, or otherwise, caleu- 
lated to make clear to the farmers 
the true cause of low prices, and 
thereby to enable them to take 
steps in time to preserve themselves 
and families from utter ruin— 
However, the Meeting being once 
formed, any gentleman will be at 
liberty to suggest the taking of 
any other step that he may think 
likely to be beneficial —I have 
not the vanity to think, that we 
shall fourm the most brilliant assem- 
bly that ever was heard of in the 
world; but, while we shall, I hope, 
show, that we possess plain come 
mon sense, We Shall have the satis- 
faction of reflecting, that the seaés 
at our table have not been filled 
by bribery and corruption, 
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_ TULL’S HUSBANDRY. 
To be pwblished by Subscription. 





I mean to do this.as soon as 
I haye a sufficiency of names, that. 
I know something of, to secure me 
against all risk of loss. For some 
tine, indeed éver since the pub- 
li¢ation® ‘of my Year's Residence in 
America;T have been receiving ap- 
plications ‘to republish Tutt. These 
applications are now more press- 
ing ‘than ever; which is very na- 
tural, seeing that, at this moment, 
there are, in several parts of Eng- 
land, to my knowledge, the finest 
crops of Swedish Turnips, stand- 
ing in rows at the Tullian distances, 
that, I believe, ever stood upon 
thé’ face of the earth. Another 
réason; doubtless is, that ‘the old 
folio’ copies that remain amongst 
the: booksellers, one of which I 
bought !in: 1812, for seven shillings, 
now .eannot be had under (thirty 


shillings ;,such has been, the rise in | 


its. price since I mentioned it in 
print. There was an Octavo edi- 
tion published about 20 or 30 years 
ago ; but, in this, i is omitted what 
the editor calls the ‘“ controversial 
part ;” ‘and this part is, as it hap- 
pers, a very essential part of the 
work; beeause it é¢xplains many 
things that the author had not suffi- 
ciently explaimed at. first;. and re- 
futes the,ernomeous notions that 
were at work against his system, 





many of which errorieous notions 
still prevail but too generally. 

I propose to re-publish: the whole 
of the book, except the part which 
relates to the construction of drills 
and other implements, This is unne- 
cessary, seeing, that, in this re- 
spect, have far. surpassed 
Mr. TuLt, who, being a Lawyer too 
(would to God that Lawyers were 
always as usefully employed !) was 
the first inventor of a drill; which 
drill, or the principal part of which, 
he made out of the barrel of an 
organ that he happened to have in 
his posséssion ; which shows,’ by 
the bye, that even organs may be 
made good for something. This was 
the first drill that ever was, made. The 
agriculture in England had been, 
up to that time, very nearly what 
the Romans had introduced; and, 
as TuLL clearly shows, all their 
erroneous notions had been most 
faithfully handed down to us from 
father to son: 

TULL went abroad for his health, 
and, being in the South of France, 
he observed, that the vineyards were 
tiled, in the spring and summer, 
while the, vines were producing 
their fruit. He observed, too, that 
those vineyards had the best crops 
and finest fruit that were best and 
most deeply tilled. On his return 
to England he applied this sort of 
cultivation to corn, turnips, Saint 
Foin and Lucerne ; and his book 
contains an atcount-of the means, 
the.manner, and the result. 


But, the chief excellence of the 
t 


we 








work is, that it shows why the thing 
is as it is ; that it shows the causes ; 
that it does not lay down rules, but 
lays down and inculcates principles. 
It begins with roofs, then goes to 
leaves, then to the fvod of plants, and 
the manner in which the food is 
conveyed into the body. And this 
is done, too, in so plain a manner, 
with such elegant simplicity of lan- 
guage, that, after reading his book, 
one turns with disgust from the 
dark and deep, the at once lofty 
and low, jargon of the present day. 
Even as a piece of style; as a thing 
to discipline the mind to attention; 
as something to give it a relish for 
the solids of writing ; as a thing ¢o 
settle the head; even as such only, 
this book ought to be read by every 
young man and by every young wo- 
man too. Besides, in what rank 
of life can either ever be placed 
to render the first principles of 
Hasbandry and Gardening, these 
sources of all our food and rai- 
ment, wholly useless and unenter- 
taining ? 

When I last went to America 
there had never been a field of Swe- 
dish Turnips in that country. Now, 
there are thousands upon thou- 
sands of such fields, all cultivated 
in the Tallian manner; and I have 
just heard ef a prodigious crop in 
Louisiana (almost under the tropics) 
raised from seed which I imported 
from England. The “ Year's Resi- 


dence,” in which I gave an account 


of my Long-Island crops, has in- 
duced many gentlemen in England 





Toiw’s HuspanpRry. 





to try the method. I have this 
year seen, in Norfolk, crops of 
Swedish Turnips such as, I believe, 
never were seen even there before. 
I have heard of crops of cabbages, 
cultivated according to my book, 
that would appear incredible, if 
not warranted upon unquestionable 
authority. In Surrey and in Sus- 
sex there are some striking proofs 
of the excellence of the Tullian 
cultivation. And, I hear that, in 
Herefordshire, there are crops of 
the same description. I shall, by 
and by, collect the facts. This, 
besides being a public duty, is 
also a private one; for, when the 
“Year's Residence” at first ap- 
peared, that blind guide, that com- 
pound of folly and malice, *‘ The 
Farmer’s Journal,” treated my book 
as a romance and me as a liar. 
However, as I have always said, 
though a great observer of, and 
taking great delight in, all things 
belonging to husbandry and gar- 
dening, I really was ignorant of 
the principles, till read TULL, which 
I did not do till 1812. There ‘are 
many things, to which, in detail, his 
work catnot apply. In his time’ 
that great article, the Swedish Tur- 
nip, was unknown in England ; and 
no man had ever thought of raising 
cabbages, carrots and parsnip’s for 
cattle, sheep and hogs to eat. One 
thing is my own ; and that is, trans- 
planting in dry weather in preference 
The rest belongs to Tutt: 
The book will form a large octavo 
volume; and the price cannot well 


to wet. 
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be less, and shall not be more, than 
twelve shillings to the subscribers. 
As soon as I have names enough 
to secure me against loss, I shall 
begin to print; and when begun, 
the work will not be more than 
thirty days in printing. 


Gentlemen who may choose to 
subscribe will please to leave their 
names with Mr. JoHn Cospetrt, 
at “‘ The Register” Office, No. 1, 
Clement’s Inn, or to send them to 
him by post, postage paid. No 
money will be asked for until the 
work be ready for delivery. Those 
who intend to have the book, will 
please to observe, that the sooner 
they send their names, the sooner 
the work will go to the press. 





WRITS. 


To Mr. Consett. 


Sir, London, 9th Dec. 1821. 

I HAVE just read your Journal 
of the 15th November, contained 
in the Register of yesterday.--- 
You state: “ I have a Letter from 
‘‘ London, which tells me, that there 
‘“‘ are eight hundred Writs less is- 
‘“‘ sued, or returnable, or whatever 
‘it is, this Term than last.”’-+ 
As far as it goes, your information is 
correct; but, your correspondent 
should have said, that in Trinity 
Vacation last there were eight hun- 
dred Bills of Middlesex less issued, 
than there were in Trinity Vacation 





1820! A Bill of Middlesex, is a 
Process issuing from the Court of 
King’s Bench, and operative in the 
county of Middlesex onLty. Writs 
from the Courts of Common Pleas, 
and Exchequer, are also operative 
in Middlesex ; therefore, consider- 
ing the quantum of business now 
doing in those two Courts together, 
to be nearly equal to the business 
of the Court of King’s Bench, and 
assuming, as it is fair to do, that 
the defalcation of Writs is also 
equal, we shall find the total falling 
off in Middlesex alone to have been 
sirteen hundred, instead of eight. 
In all probability, out of those six- 
teen hundred Writs, two hundred, 
or more, of the Actions would have 
gone on to trial; and as there are 
generally two Briefs delivered to 
Counsel in each action on the part 
of the Plaintiff, and one, if not two, 
on the part of the Defendant, here 
is a falling off of five hundred Briefs 
at the least, in one Term, and for 
one County!! But, taking the coun- - 
try throughout (including, Wales) 
what must the decrease in Briefs 
be! What havoc of long robes and 
perukes! The Bar alone is not, 
however, the only sufferer—the At- 
torneys, and Law Offices, feel the 
change full as much, if not to a 
much greater degree. Your descrip- 
tion, therefore, of “ legal distress ” 
is very much under-rated. 


Tam, Sir, 
Yours ever, 


FIDELIS. 
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